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to save the interpreter's time, all they could do is to
request an indulgent magistrate to try our case next
on the list and thus accommodate the poor student
interpreter who has to come from another end of the
metropolis*

The funniest and most pleasant experience we had,
however, was once when we were asked to accompany
a solicitor to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council*
He was engaged in a Chinese probate case on appeal
from Singapore, and the point at issue was his client's
claim that there had been a mistranslation of the Chinese
birth register by the respondent: otherwise his client
would be proved to be the elder son and so entitled to the
greater share of the deceased fathers property* So we
rode from Kensington to Downing Street, but only to
find that the appellants case had already been dismissed
by their Lordships, without calling upon the respondents
to reply* There was nothing left to be done, and our kind
friend offered to settle up* Now it seemed to be a shame
to have to charge for services not rendered after aH,
although we were there ready to render them, but it seemed
a greater shame not to accept the guineas, which in course
of business would be debited to the appellant, considering
that we had wasted a precious hour over the incident*
We therefore settled up in the usual way and parted
as, good friends, having in the taxi-cab journey from
Kensington across the -Mall discussed together the latest
law reports*

Just before we left England (August, 1916) we had the
following sad case to assist* A Chinese was charged in
Lincoln with having in his possession another person's